
Why does Goose Fair come to Nottingham?  Knowledge Organiser Year 5 
History 

Goose Fair dates from 1284 and 

takes place in the first week of 

October. 

Goose Fair is actually named 

after the thousands of geese which were walked 

from Lincolnshire to be sold at the fair! 

 

The Cheese Riots of 1766 caused chaos in 

Nottingham where the Mayor was knocked over by 

a huge rolling cheese!  

 

Goose Fair was originally held on St Matthew’s Day on 21st September but 

was moved to October in 1752. 

Design Technology 
  

A gear is a toothed wheel that interlocks with another toothed 

wheel and can change the speed of moving parts. 

 

Rotary motion is when a fairground ride spins in one 

direction such as a carousel.   

 

Oscillating motion in a mechanism is where a ride 

swings from side to side like a pirate ship!  

 

A lever is the simplest form of 

mechanism. A level is a stiff bar 

that moves around a pivot.  
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Science 

A circuit has be 

complete for a bulb 

to illuminate! It must 

contain a power 

source, 

 

Electricity is a natural 

force and was not 

invented by humans. 

An example of this is 

lightning!  

 

Friction is a force that 

resists the motion of 

two solid surfaces, 

fluid layers and material elements 

sliding against each other.  

 

Computing 
A search engine 

is a web system 

used to carry out 

internet searches. 

Google Maps 

uses satellite 

imagery to show 

how land is used. 

 

iMovie can be 

used to film and 

edit adverts.  

Art and Design 

 
Fair rides are known for their 

elaborate and colourful 

decorations and signwriting. 

 

Bright and contrasting colours 

are a key feature of fairground 

art.  

 

Contrasting colours 

can be found using 

a colour wheel.  

 

Tone is how light or dark a 

colour is.  

Religious Education 
Diwali means festival of light 

 

Diwali is not 

just 

celebrated 

by Hindus. It is also 

celebrated by Sikhs. 

 

More than 800 million people 

celebrate this festival around 

the world. 

 

As well as lights 

people draw 

colourful patterns 

known as Rangoli 

to invite the gods into their 

homes.  

Facts 
Until the 1920’s Goose 

Fair was traditionally held 

in Old Market Square in 

the centre of Nottingham!  

Goose Fair attracts over 

400,000 visitors to 

Nottingham each year. 

In 1877 a petition was 

made to stop Goose Fair 

becoming a “fun” event. 
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